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                Lessons in Leadership: Ruth 
 
 
This is the second installment in a series entitled, "Lessons in Leadership".  
  
This week, we will continue looking at various characters in the bible for the purpose of learning some 
valuable leadership lessons from what is written about them.  Read this Monday Meditations with your 
bible in hand so you can reference some of the many scriptures that will be included. 
  
Lessons in Leadership: Ruth 
  
The story of Ruth is found in the Old Testament of the Bible, specifically in the Book of Ruth. It is one of 
the shorter books in the Bible, consisting of only four chapters.   Ruth's narrative is not just a tale of 
personal triumph, but a rich source of leadership wisdom that transcends time and circumstance.  
Let's delve into her story and uncover five invaluable lessons that her life offers for leaders like us today. 
  
Unwavering Loyalty and Commitment 
Ruth's unwavering loyalty and commitment stand out as shining examples of exemplary leadership. 
Despite facing numerous challenges and adversities, Ruth remained steadfast in her dedication to her 
mother-in-law, Naomi. 
  
In Ruth 1:16-17, she famously declares, "Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your 
people will be my people and your God my God." 
  
This profound statement underscores Ruth's loyalty, resilience, and willingness to embrace change for 
the greater good. 
  
As leaders, we often encounter situations that demand difficult decisions and sacrifices. Ruth's 
unwavering loyalty prompts us to reflect on our own commitment to our team members, organizations, 
and most importantly, to our values and principles. 
  
Q: How can you cultivate and demonstrate such unwavering dedication in your leadership roles? What 
sacrifices are you willing to make for the betterment of those you lead? 
 
               
 
              
  
Humility and Servant Leadership 
Ruth exemplifies the power of humility and servant leadership. Despite being a foreigner in a land 
unfamiliar to her, Ruth humbly accepts her position and diligently works to provide for herself and 
Naomi by gleaning in the fields of Boaz. 
  
In Ruth 2:10-12, Boaz commends Ruth for her selflessness and kindness, stating, "May the Lord repay 
you for what you have done. May you be richly rewarded by the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose 
wings you have come to take refuge." 
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Ruth's humility and willingness to serve others offer profound insights into effective leadership. In a 
world often characterized by self-promotion and ego-driven pursuits, Ruth's example reminds us of the 
transformative power of servant leadership. 
  
Q: How can you foster a spirit of humility and service within yourself and your organization? In what 
ways can you prioritize the needs of others above your own ambitions? 
               
 
              
  
Resilience and Perseverance 
Ruth's resilience and perseverance in the face of adversity inspires us to press on despite the challenges 
we encounter in our leadership journey. From the loss of her husband to the uncertainties of starting 
anew in a foreign land, Ruth demonstrates remarkable resilience and courage. Her willingness to 
embrace change and adapt to new circumstances serves as a testament to the strength of her character. 
  
As leaders, we are bound to encounter setbacks and obstacles along the way. Ruth's resilience 
challenges us to embrace adversity as an opportunity for growth and transformation. 
  
Q: How can you cultivate resilience in ourselves and your teams to navigate through challenging times? 
What strategies can you employ to overcome obstacles and emerge stronger on the other side? 
  
              
 
              
  
Integrity and Ethical Leadership 
Additionally, Ruth's story highlights the importance of integrity and ethical leadership. Throughout her 
journey, Ruth consistently upholds values of honesty, integrity, and righteousness. 
  
In Ruth 3:11, Boaz acknowledges Ruth's reputation for virtuous character, stating, "All my fellow 
townsmen know that you are a woman of noble character." 
  
In today's complex business landscape, where ethical lapses and moral dilemmas abound, Ruth's 
unwavering commitment to integrity serves as a guiding light for leaders. 
  
Q: How can you uphold ethical standards and promote a culture of integrity within your organization? 
What steps can you take to ensure that your decisions and actions align with your values and principles? 
  
              
 
              
  
Faith and Trust in Providence 
Ruth's story underscores the power of faith and trust in God's providence. Despite the uncertainties she 
faces, Ruth remains steadfast in her faith, trusting in God's plan for her life. 
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In Ruth 2:12, Boaz blesses Ruth, saying, "May the Lord repay you for what you have done. May you be 
richly rewarded by the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge." 
  
As Christian leaders, our faith serves as the foundation of our leadership journey. Ruth's unwavering 
trust in God challenges us to surrender control and place our faith in His divine providence. 
 
Q: How can you integrate your faith into your leadership practices and decision-making processes? In 
what ways can you foster a culture of trust and reliance on God's guidance within your business? 
 
              
 
              
  
Final Thought 
The life of Ruth is a hidden source of leadership lessons that can resonate with Christian business 
leaders today. From her unwavering loyalty and humility to her resilience and integrity, Ruth's 
exemplary leadership qualities serve as a timeless blueprint for effective and ethical leadership. 
  
As we reflect on her story, may we be inspired to emulate her virtues and strive to lead with courage, 
compassion, and unwavering faith in God's providence. 
  
My Prayer 
Heavenly Father, as I reflect on the life of Ruth, I am reminded of the timeless wisdom and inspiration 
found in Your Word. Thank You for the example of unwavering loyalty, humility, resilience, integrity, and 
faith that Ruth demonstrated. 
  
Grant me the grace to emulate her virtues in my leadership journey. Help me to remain steadfast in my 
commitments, to serve others with humility and kindness, to face challenges with resilience and 
courage, to uphold integrity and ethics in all my dealings, and to trust in Your providence in every 
circumstance. 
  
May the lessons from Ruth's story guide me to lead with wisdom, compassion, and faith, always seeking 
Your will and glorifying Your name in all that I do. 
  
In Jesus' name, I pray. Amen. 
  

 
 
Steve Shrout 
President, Corpath Forums 
Cell:  403-390-3772 
Email: president@corpath.ca 
Web: www.corpath.ca 
  
"Pursuing Excellence in Business, Life and Spirit 

mailto:president@corpath.ca
http://www.corpath.ca/

	1: 


